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FEWER PEOPLE FALL VICTIM TO HOMICIDE
ON MILWAUKEE STREETSIN 2008

Two-thirds fewer young black males died violentttisaon Milwaukee’s streets in 2008
than the previous year, and the number of peofikxkby a firearm decreased by nearly
half, according to the year-end homicide numbdesased today by Milwaukee Police
Chief Edward A. Flynn. There were 71 homicides iiwdukee in 2008 compared to
105 homicides in 2007 — a decrease of 32%.

“We never forget that every number represents admulife,” Chief Flynn said. “The

work of many people and many organizations haglglbagun to show signs of success.
Our partnership with the federal agencies has texdirh several big gang takedowns; we
have a close relationship with Probation and Paagénts who now are co-located with
Milwaukee Police officers in the district statiomsd the Neighborhood Task Force has
had a significant impact.”

There are many factors that may have contributéde@eduction, Flynn said, including:

* The use of data to drive police deployment

* Empowerment of district commanders to run theitrais as “mini police
departments” and to create solutions to distrieteffir problems

* The presence of community prosecutors who carr taitwsecution resources to
district issues; presence of Probation & Parolentsgyie the districts

* Ongoing partnerships with community groups who meatur youth on a daily
basis

» Implementation of the Neighborhood Task Force (NT#greased visibility of
officers on foot and motorcycles during saturajaitrols

* Federal partner agencies working with MPD on gakgdowns

* Homicide Review Commission review of homicides waimmunity partners and
implementation of recommendations with agencieslired with
suspects/victims

HOMICIDE REDUCTION FACTS:

* Number of black male victims killed between thesage15 and 2@ecr eased by
64.8% (19 of 71 in 2008; 54 of 105 in 2007)
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Number of victims killed by a firearmecr eased by 46.4 % ; Non-fatal shootings
were down 8% in 2008 from 2007 (84 firearms deattZ007 compared to 46):
447 people were shot in 2008 compared to 485 i 200

In 2008, 7% of homicide victims (5) were under #ge of 1, compared to 2007,
where 1 victim was under one yearagfe. Three were shaken baby deaths and
two were from other child abuse.

The average number of homicides over the past aéys 109
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